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God as the ultimate principle of Christian morality. But how is this will 
known to men ? Either, it would seem, by a supernatural revelation or 
by the study of nature, including, of course, human nature. If he declares 
for the former, he has the difficult task of exhibiting a clear, harmonious, 
and universally authoritative revelation ; if for the latter, he must descend 
from the clouds and find the divine will in the facts of human experience. 
As the discussion stands, M. Halleux is left in an ambiguous position be- 
tween the earth and sky. On the one hand, he declares that " la morale 
religieuse puise dans la consideration de la vie future un criterium certain 
de la moralite de nos actes " (p. 169); on the other, that "la morale 
th6ologique . . . place le fondement imm6diat de la loi morale dans les 
relations naturelles des Stres "(p. 175). How can the consideration of a 
future life furnish a certain criterion of morality, when the very problem 
of morality is to determine what constitutes a worthful life, whether present 
or future, short or long ? Indefinite extension or extension to infinity does 
not answer the question. 

W. G. Everett. 
Brown University. 

A Study of Ethical Principles. By James Seth, Professor of Moral Phi- 
losophy in the University of Edinburgh. Sixth edition, revised. Edin- 
burgh and London, William Blackwood & Sons ; New York, Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1902. — pp. xvi, 470. 

Advantage has been taken of this opportunity to revise the entire work 
once more and to make many minor corrections. There are, however, 
only two alterations of real importance. These occur (1) in the statement 
of Butler's theory in terms of Eudaemonism, as well as of Rationalism (Part 
I, ch. iii, § 14), and (2) in the discussion of freedom, which is no longer 
identified with contingency or indetermination, but with self-determination. 
The latter change of view has led to the alterations of certain statements 
in Part III, ch. i, §§ 3-5, and to the omission of the criticism of Green's 
view of the relation of the self to the character (§§ 8, 9). 

J. S. 

W. Wundt. Seine Philosophic und Psychologie. Von Edmund Konig. 

[Fromanns Klassiker der Philosophic] Stuttgart, Fr. Fromanns Verlag, 

1901. — pp. 207. 
W. Wundt' s Philosophic und Psychologie, In ihren Grundlehren darge- 

stellt. Von Rudolf Eisler. Leipzig, J. A. Barth, 1902. — pp. vi, 210. 

The scope and purpose of these volumes is in general the same. They 
both present in a compact form an exposition of Wundt' s views on the 
fundamental questions of philosophy and psychology. Konig' s method of 
treatment was undoubtedly determined largely by the character of the series 
for which his book was written. The first forty-nine pages deal with Wundt's 
relation to other current philosophical movements, and with an account of 
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his scientific history and development. These are followed by an excellent 
summary of the main results which the Leipzig philosopher has reached in 
Logic, Psychology, Metaphysics, and Ethics. What we get is thus a broad 
and general outline of Wundt's many-sided activity, without any attempt 
to deal in detail even with the fundamental principles. Eisler, on the other 
hand, has written rather for students of philosophy and psychology than for 
the general reader. While, therefore, he does not give as full a synopsis 
of the doctrines as KSnig, he emphasizes more the main concepts and 
principles of Wundt's philosophy, and gives numerous references to his 
writings. The two little volumes supplement each other excellently, Konig 
being concerned mainly with a historical outline of the doctrines, while 
Eisler deals rather with the concepts which constitute the system. 

J. E. C. 

The Economic Interpretation of History. By Edwin R. A. Seligman. 

New York (The Columbia University Press), The Macmillan Company, 

1902. — pp. ix, 166. 

In his Prefatory Note the author tells us that "the present work is sub- 
stantially a reproduction, with some alterations, additions, and rearrange- 
ments, of the articles that appeared in Volumes XVI and XVII of the 
Political Science Quarterly." The book falls into two parts, each com- 
prising six short chapters. Part I gives the history of the theory of 
economic interpretation, and Part II furnishes a critical discussion and 
estimate of the theory. The thesis of the doctrine is stated by the author 
in the following way: "The existence of man depends upon his ability to 
sustain himself; the economic life is, therefore, the fundamental condition 
of all life. Since human life, however, is the life of man in society, 
individual existence moves within the framework of the social structure 
and is modified by it. What the conditions of maintenance are to the 
individual, the similar relations of production and consumption are to the 
community. To economic causes, therefore, must be traced in last 
instances those transformations in the structure of society which themselves 
condition the relations of social classes and the various manifestations of 
social life ' ' (p. 3). 

The historical portion of the book is mainly devoted to the development 
of the economic view of history by Marx and his school. Only brief 
mention is made of Buckle or of any earlier writer. The connection of 
the German ' materialistic ' school with Feuerbach and the other adherents 
of the Hegelian ' Left ' is very clearly shown in a chapter entitled ' ' The 
Philosophical Antecedents of the Theory." 

In the critical chapters the author undertakes to answer the main objec- 
tions that have been brought against the theory, to point out its exaggera- 
tions, and to furnish a final estimate of it. The objections to which he 
replies are the following : (1) That the theory of economic interpretation 
is a fatalistic theory, opposed to the doctrine of free-will and overlooking 



